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ABSTRACT : The Literature that has developed around Vishnu or Krishna is found
in almost all Indian languages. Although each language has a regional feature in
Vaishnava literature, there is an equal feature in the entire Indian Vaishnava literature,
because the main center of Vaishnava literature is Vishnu or Krishna. Since the
beginning of Assamese and Bangla language literature, there is a similarity in some
aspects, similarly, in vaishnava literature of both Assamese and Bangla languages,
there are some similarities and differences in some aspects. The background of
Vaishnava literature in both the languages are almost the same. This paper will conduct
a comprehensive comparative study of Assamese and Bangla Vaishnava literature.
Key Words: Vaishnava-Sahitya, Bangla, Assamese, Vakti, Comparison
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! Nocte means people living in an organizing community ('Noc-Village', and 'te' -the
people, i.e one who lives in a village - Parul Dutta, The Noctes, p. 8

2 Parul Dutta, The Noctes, P. 120-121
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4 "It is very difficult, however, to say whether the various speech froms in the Nocte area
could be considered as dialects of a common Nocte language. It has already been men-
tioned that among the Noctes there are nine dialects namely Hawakhun, Khapa, Hawa,
Domlak, Phothung, Jope, Tut, Laju and Dadom."

- P. C. Dutta : Tribal Chieftainship, P. 14
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Abstract

Tulasi (Ocimum sanctum) is a plant held most sacred by the Hindus. It is
Mahélaksmi, wife of Visnu, who had herself taken the form of Tulasi. This plant
not only carries medicinal values, but is very auspicious in Hinduism. Everything
of the Tulasi plant-leaves, flowers, fruits, roots, twigs, skin and even the soil around
is holy. Tulasi worship is an ancient part of the Vedic and the Puranic tradition,
dating back thousands of years and continuing to the present day. Every morning,
families throughout India, offer water and flowers to Goddess Tulasi before going
for their daily duties. During the holy month of Karttika (October-November),
devotees in some Vaisnava lines offer one thousand Tulasi leaves —one by one —
to the lotus feet of Lord Visnu. In Assamese society also, Tulasi is thus offered to
Visnu. There is a Purdnic background for Tulasi attaining this spiritualistic
importance. According to the Padma Purina, by putting Tulasi on Visnu-idols and
also on Udlagrdma stones, one would be absorbed with Visnu. In Assam, during
Kati Bihu, the earthen lamp is lit in front of the Tulasi plant. The Tulasi is cleaned
and planted on a specially designed earth platform called “Tulasi Bheti’. She is
then worshiped with various incantations.

Key Words: Devi Bhagavata Purina, Padma Purdna ,Tulasi, Holy plant, Assam

Introduction:

Tulasi (Ocimum sanctum) is a plant held most sacred by the Hindus. It is
Mahélaksmi, wife of Visnu, who had herself taken the form of Tulasi. This plant
not only carries medicinal values, but is very auspicious in Hinduism. Everything
of the Tulasi plant-leaves, flowers, fruits, roots, twigs, skin and even the soil around
is holy.
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About the creation of Tulasi various accounts are met with. Mainly the plant
is anthropomorphized as the wife of a demon named Sankhachauda in one birth,
and in other of Visnu. King Dharmadhvaja had a wife named Madhavi.
Mahalaksmi entered her womb as an embryo and after a hundred years Madhavi
gave birth to a daughter. Even at the time of birth the child looked like a matured
girl and was extremely pretty. She was therefore called Tulasi, meaning matchless.
This Tulasi abandoning all worldly pleasures went to Badarikatarama and started
doing penance there with the prayer that Mahavisnuu should become her husband.
At last, Brahma appeared and asked her the object of her penance. She replied
that she wanted Mahavisnu to be her husband. Hearing this Brahma said that a
brilliant cow boy named Sudama had born of a part of Sri Krishna. Due to a curse
of Radha he born on earth as demon named Sankhachauda. He had once fallen in
love with Tulasi seeing her at Goloka. Tulasi would become his wife and later She
could become the wife of Nardyana. At that time a part of her body would remain
on earth as a plant named Tulasi. Tulasi would become the most sacred of all the
plants, dear to Visnu and all worship without using Tulasi leaves would be
ineffective.

Objectives of the Study: This paper aims to find out the significance of Tulasi
worship as depicted the Puranas and how the Assamese Society is influenced by
the Puranic tradition of Tulasi worship.

Methodology of the Study: This paper has been presented in the following
manners:

1. All the names of the books, both original and modern, mentioned in the paper
are printed in italic type.

2. Original Sanskrit Texts used as references have been shown in Endnote at the
end of the paper.

3. References of the works in the Endnotes are shown in the abbreviated forms
except in a few cases.

4. The original Sanskrit words and Sanskrit quotations are italicised and presented
in the transliterated form in English in the main body of the paper.

Discussions:

According to the Devi Bhigavata Purina, there is nothing in the Universe
that can be compared to Her; hence She is called Tulasi-
yasyd devydstuld ndsti vivivecu nikhilecu ca/tulasi tena vikhydantam tam yami saranam priyamy//"

Of all the flowers, Tulasi (the holy basil)is the best, very holy and captivating
the mind. It is a flame burning away all the fuel of sins committed by man.? The
Devi Bhigavata Purdna mentions the eight names of Tulasi and states that Whoever
worships her with her eight names Vrnda, Vrndavani ,Visvaptjita, Visvapavani,
Puspasara, Nandini, Tulasi and Krsnajivani and their meanings and sings the hymn
of eight verses containing the same, acquires the merit of performing Acevamedha
Yajria.

The Tulasi trees are collected in multitudinous groups; hence the Pandits
call it Vrnda.? She appeared in the Vrndavana forest and therefore known as
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Vrndavani.* She is worshipped always in innumerable universes and is therefore
known as Vitvaptjita (worshipped by all).” By whose contact, these countless
universes are always rendered pure and holy and therefore She is called
Visvapavani (purifying the whole universe).* Without Tulasi, the Devas do not
get pleased, though other flower be heaped on them; therefore she is considered
as the essence of all flowers and called Pucpasara.” The whole universe gets
delighted when the bhaktas receive her; hence She is called Nandini.® That chaste
dear one is the life of Krsna, hence She is known as Krsjivani.’

The purity of Tulasi plant is clearly stated in the Garua Mahapurina. Tough
utilized frequently, Tulasi plant never becomes impure.'” A person should rise
early in the morning and remembering Lord Hari he should bow to Tulasi and
remember Visnu and his consort Laksmi."' In the house where there is no holy
Basil plant in the courtyard, one should never stay there even for a moment, for
association with the inmates of that house will lead to misery.'? The holy basil, as
thought of containing essence, even on the Ekidasi(eleventh) day should be held
either by the hand or by the nose, but never by the tongue.”*If there be attachment
for Tulasi, one attains release from the tangles of birth and death, there isno doubt
in this.*

The Devi Bhagavata Purdna states the sacredness of Tulasi leaves. If one drinks
or gets the Tulasi leaf water at the momentous time of Death, one becomes freed
of all sins and is worshipped in the Visnu Loka." The Tulasi leaf kept for three
night, is considered sacred. It is considered good in Urdddha, vow, ceremony, in
the making over of any gift, in the installation of any image or in worshipping
any Deva.'

The Padma Purdna mentions that, of all leaves and flowers the auspicious
Tulasi, which grants all desires, which belongs to and is very much liked by Visnu,
is the best.'” There is the proximity of Visnu, where there is Tulasi grove. Brahma
also lives there, and also Laksmi with hosts of Gods."” By Visnu’s worship with
Tulasi leaf brightness, happiness, fame, wealth, (noble) family, (good)character,
(good) wife, (good) son, (good)daughter, wealth, kingdom, health, knowledge,
Vedas, Vedangas, science, Puranas, sacred texts are in his hand birth after birth.
The leaf of Tulasi is equal to all gods and goddesses in traddhas and sacrifices.
Therefore one should serve Tulasi with all effort. He who has served Tulasi has
served everyone like his preceptor, a Brahmana or a sacred place.” In this Kali age
those men in whose house there exists Tulasi for the daily worship of the Ualagmma
stone, are lucky. Tulasi burns sin, when used in the time of bathing, giving gifts,
meditation, eating, worshipping Visnu and planting Tulasi.” Visnu himself moving
in Vrndavana served Tulasi for the good of the world and of the Gopis, for the
progress of Gokula and for Kamsa’s death.* The Devi Bhigavata Purina clearly
points out that all the three worlds will perform their Pujas with the leaves and
flowers of this Tulasi.?* All the Tirthas will reside at the bottom of the Tulasi tree
and so religious merits will accrue to all. »

The soul of a dead one whose dead body is cremated using Tulasi twigs for
tirewood would attain a permanent place in Visnuloka. Even great sinners would
be absolved of their sins if their dead bodies are cremated with Tulasi twigs. Just
as all water become pure by the union of Ganga water, all firewood is made pure
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by the addition of a small piece of Tulasi twig. If a light is burnt for Visnu with a
Tulasi stick it would be equal to burning several lakhs of light for Visnu. If one
makes the Tulasi leaves into a paste and smears it on one’s body and then worships
Visnu for one day, one would be getting the benefit of a hundred ordinary worships
and also the benefits of doing hundred godanas.

According to the Bhavisya Purina, the planting of the Tulasi plant is forbidden
in the month of Caitra; as a result, the planter would get afflicted by disease,*
planting in Vaisdkha would give fame, planting in Jyecmha would result in death,
in other following months it is good; but again, in Asvina it would result in
consumption.® The process of planting the Tulasi is said to be as follows. One
should dig some earth, on an auspicious day, under a Visnu constellation. Having
placed the seed in the provisional place, one should sprinkle water, mixed with
cow’s urine over it (gomiitratoyai % prasecayet). * Having waited for one night, the
same should be planted at any other place including the bank of a river, cremation-
ground, or to the south of one’s house.”

Tulasi worship is an ancient part of the Vedic and the Puranic tradition,
dating back thousands of years and continuing to the present day. The Tulasi
plant is grown in or near almost every Hindu house, especially by Brahmanas
and Vaisnavas. Traditionally, the daily worship and care of the plant is the
responsibility of the women of the household. Every morning, families throughout
India, offer water and flowers to Goddess Tulasi before going for their daily duties.
The following mantra is recited at the time of offering water -

sriya% priye sriydavise nityam sridharasatkrte/bhaktyd dattam mayd devi
grhandrthyam namo’stu te//

The Devi Bhigavata Purina clearly states that offerings of Tulasi leaves to
Visnu in the month of Kartika bring merits equal to those in giving away Ayuta
cows.” During the holy month of Kirttika (October-November), devotees in some
Vaisnava lines offer one thousand eight Tulasi leaves —one by one —to the lotus
feet of Lord Visnu. Rituals involve watering the plant, cleaning the area near the
plant with water and cow dung (considered sacred) and making offerings of food,
flowers, incense, Ganges water etc. Rangoli (decorative designs) of deities and
saints are drawn near its foot. Devotees pray to Tulasi and circumambulate it,
chanting mantras. Following mantra is chanted while circumambulating Tulasi -

yani kani ca papdni brahma-hatyadikani ca/ tani tani pranaiiyanti pradaksina %
pade pade//

In Assamese society also, Tulasi is thus offered to Visnu. The Padma Purina,
mentions that by putting Tulasi on Visnu-idols and also on Udlagrama stones, one
would be absorbed with Visnu. According to the Devi Bhigavata Purdna, whatever
fruits are acquired by giving Ayuta cows as presents, those will be also acquired
by giving Tulasi leaves, especially if one gives Tulasi leaves in the month of Kartika.
Whatever pleasure Hari gets when thousands and thousands of jars filled with
water are offered to him, the same pleasure He will get when one Tulasi leaf will
be offered to him.”” In Assam, during Kaiti Bihu, earthen lamp is lit in front of the
Tulasi plant. The Tulasi is cleaned and planted on a specially designed earth
platform called “Tulasi Bheti . She is then worshiped with various incantations.
When worshipping Tulasi the following mantra is recited-
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vrndayai tulasidevyai priyayai kesavasya ca/visnubhakti pradedevi satyavatyai
namo nama%//

The following mantra is also chanted-

tulasi darsane punyam sparsane papandvanam/chayiayim sarvatirthebhyo
tulasibhyu namo namahy/

Again, at the time of plucking Tulasi it is recited thus-

tulasyamrta janmasi sadd tvam kesavapriye/kesavdrtham cinomi tvam varadd bhava
sobhane//

twadangasambhavairnityam piljayami yathd harim/ tathd kuru pavitrangi kalau
mala vindsini//

Vaisnavas in Assam as well as in India, traditionally use japa malas (a string
of Hindu prayer beads) made from Tulasi stems or roots called Tulasi malas, which
are an important symbol of the initiation.Tulasi malas are considered to be
auspicious for the wearer, and believed to connect him with Visnu or Krsna and
confer the protection of the deity. They are worn as a necklace or garland or held
in the hand and used as a rosary.

In some places in India, a ceremony known as Tulasi Vividha is performed
by the Hindus between Pravodhini Ekidasi (eleventh lunar day of the waxing moon
of Karttika ) to Karttika Prirnima (full moon in Kartika), but usually it is performed
on the eleventh or the twelfth lunar day. It is the ceremonial wedding of the Tulasi
plant to Visnu, in the form of his image, Ualagrama or Krsna or Rima image. Both
the bride and the groom are ritually worshipped and then married as per traditional
Hindu wedding rituals. The Tulasi wedding signifies the end of the monsoon and
the beginning of the Hindu wedding season.

The Tulasi plant is often worshipped twice in a day: in the morning and in
the evening and a lamp or candle is lit near the plant. Though daily worship is
prescribed, Tuesdays and Fridays are considered especially sacred for Tulasi
worship. But the leaves of Tulasi are never plucked on Tuesdays and Sundays or
ever boiled as that torments the soul of the plant. The Tulasi plant,
anthropomorphized, is said to have been born on the Full-moon day of Karttika.*
That’s why it is found in the PuraGas thus-those who pluck the Tulasi leaves in
the Full moon night, on the twelfth lunar day, on the passing of the sun from one
sign to another, the mid-day or the twilights, on the night, while applying oil on
their bodies and on the impurity periods, verily cut off the Narayana’s head.

To offer a twig of Tulasi to anyone suffering from anxieties and cares is sure
to secure a satisfying ending of his difficulties. One obtains pardon from all sins
by merely looking at it; gets purified by touching it; gets cured of all sins by
worshipping it. Tulasi is also worshipped by virgins desiring a husband, on the
full moon day of Asvin. The plant is believed to be a killer of demons and is
therefore planted in houses so that no evil spirits would come near it. The seeds of
Tulasi are believed to have the property of killing passion. This led to a curious
custom of giving grounded seeds of Tulasi to young widows so that their chastity
was preserved. When an eclipse is announced, to avoid the evil influence of it,
Tulasi leaves sprinkled with the Ganges water are put in jars containing drinking
water and cooked food, and are thus kept pure while the eclipse lasts. The plant
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which is an aromatic herb and scientifically proved to have many medicinal
properties, probably gave rise to these beliefs.
Conclusion:

The Tulasi tree is a most important plant, and is often seen at numerous
Vedic temples, especially those dedicated to Visnu and Krsna. At such temples
pilgrims circumambulate it, water it or even offer prayers to it. Some temples
have Tulasi groves, wherein numerous Tulasi plants grow in a garden. Some
temples even have a special greenhouse just for taking care of Tulasi plants. At
such temples, they may even prepare large garlands of Tulasi leaves for the Idol
of Lord Krsna to wear. Tulasi is considered to be a pure devotee of the Lord who
has taken the form of a tree, and is very dear to Lord Visnu. Planting, watering,
protecting, maintaining, circumambulating, seeing, bowing down to, praying to,
and glorifying are all ways of serving and worshiping Tulasi and are highly
beneficial. Its worship removes sins and brings wealth and happiness to the
devotee. The common belief is that where Tulasi always resides, auspicious
vibrations, peace and prosperity always dwell.

Notes:
(Endnotes)

1 D.B.P.,9.25.24
Ibid., 9.25.41
Ibid., 9.25.18
Ibid.,9.25.19
Ibid.,9.25.20
Ibid., 9.25.21
Ibid., 9.25.22
Ibid., 9.25.23
Ibid., 9.25.25
0 G.P., Preta Khanda,29.21
1 Brahma Khanda, 29.39
121bid.,29.43,44
13 1bid., 14.29
4 1bid.,8.16
5D.B.P.,9.24.42
16 Tbid., 9.24.51
7P.P.,1.60.105
18 Ibid., 1.60.118
¥ 1bid., 1.60.131
20 1bid., 1.61.10-11
2 1bid., 1.61.20,21
2D.B.P.9.24.33
% 1bid., 9.24.37
# Bh.P., Madhyama,1.10.57
% Ibid., 58
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% Tbid., 30

7 Ibid., 30-33

% D.B.P.,9.25.36

2 1bid.,9.24.40

3 Brahmavaivarta Mahapurdna, Prakritikhanda, 22.34
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Abstract:

This study explores the awareness of life skills among adolescents through
a cross-sectional analysis of participants from diverse backgrounds utilising
structured questionnaires and focus group discussions, the researcher evaluated
the understanding and application of key life skills such as Self awareness,
Empathy, communication, Interpersonal relationship, Decision making, problem-
solving, Critical thinking, Creative thinking, Coping with emotions and coping
with stress among adolescents. The findings indicate significant variations in life
skills awareness based on socio-economic factors and educational background,
highlighting the need for targeted interventions to bridge these gaps. This research
contributes to the broader discourse on youth development and emphasizes the
importance of integrating life skills education in school curricula to foster holistic
growth of adolescents.
Key Words: Adolescents, Life Skills, Cross-Sectional Study, Awareness, Education.

1. INTRODUCTION:

Adolescence marks a critical period of development characterized by
significant physical, cognitive, emotional, and social changes. During this
transitional phase, adolescents are confronted with a myriad of challenges as they
strive to deal with the complexities of modern life. Life skills are defined as the
abilities necessary to effectively manage the demands and challenges of everyday
life. Life skills encompass a broad range of competencies, including
communication, decision-making, problem-solving, critical thinking, and
interpersonal relationships.

The awareness of life skills among adolescents plays a pivotal role in their
development and well-being. It serves as the foundation upon which they build
their capabilities to cope with the myriad demands of adolescence and transition
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into adulthood. Despite the recognized importance of life skills, there remains a
gap in our understanding of adolescents” awareness of these crucial competencies.
This study seeks to address this gap by critically examining adolescents” awareness
of life skills and exploring various factors that may influence it. The primary
objective of this study is to assess the level of awareness of life skills among
adolescents. By conducting a comprehensive examination of adolescents’
knowledge and understanding of key life skills, such as decision-making, problem-
solving, communication, and interpersonal relationships, this study aims to
provide insights into the extent to which adolescents perceive the importance
and relevance of these skills in their lives.

Furthermore, the study seeks to explore potential factors that may influence
adolescents” awareness of life skills. These factors include demographic variables
such as age, gender, socio-economic status, and educational background. By
analyzing the interplay between these factors and adolescents” awareness of life
skills, this study aims to uncover critical insights into the determinants of life
skills awareness among adolescents.

This study represents a critical endeavor to study about understanding of
adolescents” awareness of life skills and its implications for their development
and well-being. By shedding light on the factors that influence life skills awareness
and its outcomes, this research aims to inform evidence-based interventions and
policies aimed at empowering adolescents with the essential skills they need to
thrive in today’s rapidly changing world.

2. Objectives:

* To analyze the difference in the level of life skills awareness among
adolescents based on gender, parents’ educational level, locality type (rural
or urban) and parents” economic status.

* To examine whether the aforesaid differences are significant.

* To derive policy suggestions and ways forward.

3. Hypotheses:

+  Thereisno significant difference in the level of life skills awareness between
male and female.

* There is no significant difference in the level of life skills awareness on the
basis of parent’s educational level.

* Thereisno significant difference in the level of life skills awareness between
urban and rural adolescents.

* There is no significant difference in the level of life skills awareness on the
basis of parent’s economic status.

4. Methodology:

Study Design: This study is a descriptive one. The study targets adolescents
aged between 13 to 19 years from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. The data
was collected by online distribution of the questionnaire in Google Form.
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Descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, means, and standard
deviations, will be used to summarize participants” demographic characteristics
and their awareness of life skills. Inferential statistical techniques, such as t-tests
have been undertaken to examine potential differences in life skills awareness
across demographic groups.

Sampling: The study will employ a stratified random sampling technique to ensure
representation across various demographic characteristics such as age, gender,
socio-economic status, and educational background.

Sample: A sample of 200 adolescents was taken from diverse socio-economic
background.

Data Collection Instrument: A structured questionnaire was developed to assess
adolescents” awareness of life skills. This included items designed to measure
adolescents’ knowledge and understanding of key life skills domains such as self
awareness, Empathy, communication, decision-making, Creative thinking, Inter-
personal relationship, problem-solving, Critical thinking, Coping with stress and
emotions. The questionnaire was pilot-tested to ensure clarity, validity, and
reliability.

5. Analysis of the study:

IBM’s Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) 21 was used for
analysis of data. It is compiled in following tables. T test was estimated at 5 %
level of significance for 99 degrees of freedom.

5.1 Gender’s Impact on Life Skill Awareness
Tablel: Gender’s Impact on Life Skill Awareness

Std.
H h P- Mean E
ypothescs t Value | Difference | oo
Difference
Nq significant d:ffgrence in the level of life 2.5 1001 26.24 10.42
skills awareness with respect to gender

Since the p-value (0.01) is less than the significance level of 0.05, we reject the
null hypothesis. This means that there is a significant difference in the level of
life skills awareness between genders.

5.2 Table 2: Locality’s Impact on Life Skill Awareness

Std.
H th t P- Mean Error
ypotheses Value Difference .
DilTerence
No significant d[f‘ﬁ?rence in the level vcnc life 022 |os3 227 10.22
skills awarcncss with respect to locality

Since the p-value (0.83) is greater than the significance level of 0.05, we fail to
reject the null hypothesis. This means that there is no significant difference in the
level of life skills awareness between different localities.
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5.3. Table3: Impact on Life Skill Awareness with Respect to Educational
Attainment of fathers

Hypotheses Difference Sum of df Mean F P_Value

types Squares Square
No Between

significant difference in | Groups Rk 3804.453 1.506 | 0.223
the level of life skills Within Groups | 250143.7 [ 99 | 2526.704

awareness on the basis

of Father’s educational | Total 253948.2 | 100

level

Since the p-value (0.223) is greater than the significance level of 0.05, we fail to
reject the null hypothesis. This means that there is no significant difference in

the level of life skills awareness based on fathers” educational level.

5.4 Table4: Impact on Life Skill Awareness with Respect to Educational

Attainment of Mothers
Hypotheses Difference Sum of dr Mean F P-
types Squares Square Value
No Significant Between
difference in the level Groups | 13498.57 | 5.558 | 0.02
of life skills awareness | Within Groups | 240449.6 | 99 | 2428.784
on the basis of Mothers
. Total 253948.2 | 100
educational level

Since the p-value (0.02) is less than the significance level of 0.05, we reject the
null hypothesis. This means that there is a significant difference in the level of life
skills awareness based on mothers’” educational attainment level.
5.5 Table 5: Impact of Parents” Economic Status on Life Skill Awareness

Hypotheses Difference Sum of af Mean E P_Value
types Squares Square
No significant Between
difference in the level | Groups LANR.T8 | 2 620281 2.518 | 0.086
of life skills awareness | Within Groups | 241538.4 | 98 | 2464.677
on the basis of parent’s
: Total 253948.2 | 100
economic status

Since the p-value (0.086) is greater than the significance level of 0.05, we fail to
reject the null hypothesis. This means that there is no significant difference in

the level of life skills awareness based on
PANCHOI], Vol.
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5.6 Table 6: Impact of Parents’ Income Level on Life Skill Awareness.

i f M
Hypotheses Difference Sum o daf ean F P-Value
types Squares Square
No significant Between

difference in the level of | Groups 3395.439 1 2 179772 0.704 | 0.497

life skills awareness on | Within Groups | 250352.7 | 98 | 2554.62
the basis of parent’s
income level

Total 253948.2 | 100

Since the p-value (0.497) is greater than the significance level of 0.05, we fail to
reject the null hypothesis. This means that there is no significant difference in the
level of life skills awareness based on parents” income level.

6. Discussion and Findings:

The data suggests that there is no significant difference in the level of life
skills awareness based on parents’ income or economic status. This indicates that
factors other than economic resources play a more significant role in shaping life
skill awareness among students. Other variables such as parenting style,
educational background, and cultural influences may have a stronger impact. It is
possible that in the context of life skill development, the quality of parental
involvement and the home environment are more crucial than economic factors
alone. This finding underscores the importance of holistic approaches to education
and child development that consider a range of factors beyond just economic status.
Additionally, it highlights the need for further research to better understand the
complex interplay of factors that contribute to life skill awareness among students,
especially those from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. Based on this discussion
we can summarize the findings as follows.

1. Gender plays a significant role in life skills awareness, with females
demonstrating higher levels of awareness compared to males, suggesting a
potential need for targeted interventions to address this gender gap.

2.  While parents’ economic status and income level do not seem to influence
life skills awareness among secondary level students, maternal educational level
has a notable impact, highlighting the importance of maternal education in
shaping adolescents” awareness of life skills.

3. The findings show that urban and rural students have similar levels of life
skills awareness.

4. Thelack of significant differences based on father’s educational level implies
that other factors, such as the educational factors like role of mothers or external
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influences, have a more pronounced impact on life skills awareness among
adolescents.
5. Despite the lack of significant differences based on parents’ economic status
and income level, other socio-economic factors or cultural influences still play
a role in shaping life skills awareness among secondary level students.
6. The findings indicate a need for tailored educational programs that address
specific areas of life skills where awareness may be lacking, particularly among
male students and those with lower maternal education.
The findings suggest that interventions aimed at enhancing life skills awareness
should consider the broader social and familial contexts in which adolescents
develop, rather than focusing solely on individual characteristics.
Suggestions:
1. Gender-sensitive life skills education programs should be developed and
implemented to address the gender gap in life skills awareness, ensuring that
both male and female students receive equal opportunities to enhance their life
skills.
2. Educational policies should focus on improving the quality and accessibility
of life skills education in both urban and rural areas, ensuring that all students
have access to relevant and practical life skills training.
3. Parental education programs should be promoted to increase parents’
awareness of the importance of life skills education and their role in supporting
their children’s development in this area.
4. Schools should collaborate with local communities and NGOs to provide
additional resources and support for life skills education, including
extracurricular activities and mentorship programs.
5. Teacher training programs should include modules on life skills education
to equip teachers with the knowledge and skills to effectively teach life skills to
students.
6. Educational policies should prioritize the inclusion of life skills education in
the curriculum, integrating it into various subjects to ensure that students receive
continuous exposure to essential life skills concepts.
7. Awareness campaigns should be conducted to educate stakeholders,
including parents, teachers, and policymakers, about the benefits of life skills
education and the need for its integration into the education system.
8. Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms should be established to assess the
effectiveness of life skills education programs and inform future policy decisions.
8. Ways Forward:
1. Conduct further research to understand the specific needs and challenges
taced by different groups of students, such as those from low-income families
or rural areas, to tailor life skills education programs accordingly.
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2. Collaborate with international organizations and other countries to share
best practices and resources for life skills education, ensuring that programs
are culturally relevant and effective.
3. Establish partnerships with private sector organizations to provide
students with real-world experiences and opportunities to develop practical
life skills, such as internships or apprenticeships.
4. Advocate for increased funding and resources for life skills education
programs, highlighting their long-term benefits for students” personal and
professional development.
5. Foster a supportive and inclusive school environment that values and
promotes the development of life skills, creating opportunities for students to
practice and apply their skills in various contexts.

9. Conclusion:

Based on the above discussion and it is evident that adolescents” awareness
of life skills is influenced by various factors, including gender and maternal
educational level. The study employed a comprehensive methodology, utilizing
a cross-sectional survey design and inferential statistical techniques to analyze
data gathered from a diverse sample of adolescents. The results indicate a
significant difference in the level of life skills awareness between male and female
adolescents, with females exhibiting higher awareness levels. Additionally, there
is a significant difference in life skills awareness based on maternal educational
level, highlighting the importance of parental education in shaping adolescents’
awareness of essential life skills. However, other factors such as locality type (urban
vs. rural) and parental economic status did not show significant differences in
adolescents” awareness of life skills. These findings suggest that while certain
demographic and socio-economic factors play a role in shaping adolescents’
awareness of life skills, other factors may have a more nuanced or indirect influence.
Overall, this study contributes valuable insights into the understanding of
adolescents” awareness of life skills and its implications for their development
and well-being. By identifying factors that influence life skills awareness,
policymakers, educators, and practitioners can design targeted interventions and
educational programs to empower adolescents with the necessary skills to navigate
the challenges of adolescence and transition successfully into adulthood.
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Abstract:

This research paper examines the contemporary landscape of democracy, focusing
on the challenges it faces and the innovative solutions shaping its trajectory.
Through a comprehensive analysis of scholarly literature, empirical data, and case
studies, the paper explores key challenges including the proliferation of
disinformation, erosion of democratic norms, and threats to electoral integrity.
Additionally, it investigates innovative approaches such as technological
advancements, grassroots activism, and civic education as potential solutions to
these challenges. By synthesising existing research and offering insights into the
evolving dynamics of democracy, this paper contributes to a deeper understanding
of the complexities and opportunities inherent in modern democratic governance.
Keywords: democracy, challenges, innovations, disinformation, democratic norms,
electoral integrity .

0.1 Introduction:

The bedrock of democracy is built upon principles of equality, freedom,
and participation. However, in recent years, these principles have come under
scrutiny as democracies around the world grapple with an array of challenges.
0.2 Objectives

- To identify and analyse the key challenges confronting democracy in the
current era.

- To explore innovative strategies and solutions aimed at addressing these
challenges.

- To critically evaluate the effectiveness and potential impact of these
innovations on democratic governance.
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0.3 Methodology

To thoroughly explore the challenges and innovations in contemporary
democracy, this paper adopts a multi-faceted research methodology encompassing
literature review and case studies . The methodology aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the current state of democracy, identify key
challenges, and evaluate innovative solutions.

0.4 Literature Review

A comprehensive review of scholarly literature was undertaken to analyse
existing research on challenges to democracy and innovative approaches to
overcoming them. Peer-reviewed articles, academic journals, books, and reputable
reports served as primary sources for understanding the complexities of democratic
governance in modern times.

0.5 Case Studies

A selection of diverse case studies from various geographical regions and
political contexts was examined to provide practical illustrations of challenges
and innovations in democratic governance. These case studies facilitated a nuanced
understanding of the complexities involved and enabled comparative analyses of
different approaches to democratic reform.

0.4 Discussion

The proliferation of disinformation and misinformation presents a
multifaceted challenge to democratic governance. The unchecked spread of false
narratives and propaganda on social media platforms has led to a crisis of trust in
traditional institutions and media sources. Moreover, the rise of echo chambers
and filter bubbles exacerbates societal polarisation, hindering constructive dialogue
and consensus-building. To address this challenge, policymakers must explore
strategies to promote media literacy, combat online misinformation, and foster a
more informed and discerning public discourse.

The erosion of democratic norms poses a fundamental threat to the integrity
of democratic governance. Attacks on press freedom, the politicisation of the
judiciary, and the concentration of power in the hands of authoritarian leaders
undermine the rule of law and weaken institutional checks and balances. Restoring
faith in democratic institutions requires a concerted effort to uphold the principles
of transparency, accountability, and the separation of powers. Civil society
organisations, independent media outlets, and international institutions play a
crucial role in monitoring and challenging democratic backsliding and
authoritarian encroachment.

Threats to electoral integrity undermine the legitimacy of democratic
processes and erode public confidence in electoral outcomes. Voter suppression
tactics, electoral fraud, and the manipulation of electoral systems disenfranchise
marginalised communities and undermine the principle of free and fair elections.
Strengthening electoral integrity requires comprehensive reforms, including
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measures to protect voting rights, enhance transparency in campaign finance, and
safeguard the integrity of electoral infrastructure. International election observation
missions and cooperation between electoral management bodies can also help
ensure the credibility of electoral processes.

Evaluating Innovative Solutions

Technological advancements offer promising solutions to some of the
challenges facing democracy. Blockchain technology, with its decentralised and
tamper-proof ledger system, holds the potential to enhance the security and
transparency of electoral processes. By providing verifiable and immutable records
of voting transactions, blockchain-based voting systems can mitigate the risks of
electoral fraud and manipulation. However, concerns remain regarding the
accessibility and inclusivity of blockchain-based voting systems, particularly for
marginalised communities with limited access to digital technologies.

Grassroots activism has emerged as a powerful force for democratic change,
amplifying marginalised voices and challenging entrenched power structures.
From the Arab Spring to the Black Lives Matter movement, grassroots movements
have mobilised mass protests, organised community-led initiatives, and pressured
governments to enact meaningful reforms. These movements leverage social media
platforms and digital tools to mobilise support, raise awareness, and hold
institutions accountable. However, sustaining momentum and achieving lasting
change require effective leadership, strategic planning, and inclusive decision-
making processes within grassroots movements.

Civic education and empowerment initiatives are essential for cultivating
an informed and engaged citizenry capable of participating meaningfully in the
democratic process. By promoting media literacy, critical thinking, and democratic
values, these initiatives empower individuals to navigate the complexities of
modern democracy and resist manipulation and misinformation. Schools,
universities, and community organisations can play a vital role in delivering civics
education programs and fostering a culture of civic engagement and responsibility.
Conclusion:

In conclusion, the trajectory of democracy in recent times is marked by
both challenges and innovations. While the spread of disinformation, erosion of
democratic norms, and threats to electoral integrity loom large, technological
advancements, grassroots activism, and civic education offer glimmers of hope
for the future. By addressing the obstacles facing democracy with creativity,
determination, and collective action, we can build a more inclusive, resilient, and
vibrant democratic society for generations to come.

Continuing on, it’s important to recognize that democracy is not a static concept
but rather a dynamic process that requires constant vigilance and adaptation. As
we navigate the complexities of the modern world, it’s essential to remain
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committed to upholding the fundamental principles of democracy: equality,
freedom, and participation.

By fostering a culture of dialogue, inclusivity, and respect for diverse
perspectives, we can bridge the divides that threaten to tear our societies apart.
Collaboration between governments, civil society, and the private sector is essential
in addressing the multifaceted challenges facing democracy and harnessing the
potential of innovative solutions.

Furthermore, democracy is not just about elections; it’s about ensuring that
every voice is heard and every individual has the opportunity to participate in
shaping the decisions that affect their lives. Empowering marginalised
communities, protecting human rights, and promoting social justice are integral
components of a truly vibrant democracy.

In the face of adversity, let us draw inspiration from the resilience and
perseverance of those who have fought for democracy throughout history. From
the suffragettes who fought for women’s right to vote to the civil rights activists
who marched for racial equality, the struggle for democracy is an ongoing journey
that requires courage, determination, and solidarity.

As we confront the challenges and embrace the innovations of the 21st
century, let us remember that democracy is not just a system of governance; it’'s a
beacon of hope and a promise of a better future for all. Together, let us reaffirm
our commitment to democracy and work tirelessly to build a world where freedom,
justice, and equality
prevail.
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Abstract:

Women constituted almost half of the total population in the world. But
yet they have not treated equally as men or they have not equal rights in our
society in various aspects. Gender differences, customs, tradition, social attitude
etc. are mainly responsible for the inequality between men women. Women in
patriarchal society have always been considered as weaker section or inferior
section. They are suppressed and subjected to gender discrimination and
harassment in private life, public place as well as work place also. There are no
women who have not faced and suffered at one time or harassment, humiliation,
exploitation and violence. Violence against women has become a global
phenomenon which is mainly based on gender. Gender based violence has
emerged as a global issue crossing the regional, social, cultural and economic
boundaries of the countries. It threatens the well being, rights and dignity of
women. This paper is descriptive in nature and required information are collected
from secondary sources like books, journals, internet etc.

Keywords; Violence, Exploitation, Gender discrimination, Patriarchy, Women’'s
status, India Trafficking.

Introduction:

There are different social problems are existing in India in different aspects
of society. We know that human society cannot progress without equal progress
of men and women. In developing countries, the female contribute about 25% of
the work force in manufacturing sector and 33% in the service sector. As per census
2001, the females constitute 31.56% of total workers in India. But Women are always
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discriminated from various aspect in their life because of male dominated Indian
society and culture. In the rural India, the wife beating, torture to unmarried
daughter, sister and other relatives are the common phenomena. The females or
girls in family are not provided healthy food, schooling, clothing etc. in comparison
to their male counterpart. The girls are perceived as a burden of the family because
a huge amount of money is required for their wedding. The girls are generally not
facilitated for even middle or higher education. Like boys, they cannot move freely
in the society. They have to face so many taboos and restrictions in socio-economic
and political life. But in the case of urban areas, the attitudes of discrimination
and exploitation are relatively lower. So in this paper it is try to reflect about the
various social problems which are related with women in our society and specially
women trafficking, exploitation and harassment, which are considered very
harmful in present social context.

Methodology:

In this paper descriptive methodology have been accomplished. Data have been
collected basically from secondary sources like book, Magazine, Newspaper, Journal,
Internet etc. and in some primary information have been collected by direct observation.
Objectives of Study:

There is some objectives of this study which are mention below.

1.To know about the nature of exploitation and violence.

2.To know about the causes of violence and trafficking.

3.To know about the rate of exploitation and harassment in India at present.

4.To find out the solution measures of these problem.
Importance of the Study:

We all know that about half of world population has been constituted by
women, so they should have enjoyed equal right with men. But it has been seen
that in real, women have not treated equally as men and they have not able to
enjoy equal rights in our society. Basically gender differences, customs, traditions,
social |attitudes etc. are mainly responsible for the inequality between men and
women. In our country maximum women are uneducated, so they are not able to
know their rights. In patriarchal society women have always been considered as
weaker section or inferior section of the society. Now a days all the
members of the society have an equal right to live in peace. So it is very important
to study about the problems of women and it is also necessary to find out the
actual causes that they can overcome from such kind of major problems. Social
Exploitation, Trafficking and Harassment of Women in India: Women are often
subjected to social exploitation. More than half of the India’s illiterate people are
women. Women typically earn less than men, even for similar kinds of work
basically in private sectors. Complications during pregnancy and childbirth are a
leading cause of death and disability among women of reproductive age. Women
are subjected to forced labor as factory workers, domestic servants, beggars and
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agriculture workers, and have been used armed combatants by some insurgent
groups. Forced prostitution, trafficking for sex and sex tourism appear to be
growing problems. Thousands of women and girls including minor girls from
Assam are lured every year with the false promise of giving employments which
end up in taking them to Delhi, Gurgaon, Mumbai, Pune or Bangaluru and sold
there to be engaged forcefully as domestic help or prostitutes.

Human trafficking is the third largest criminal industry in the world after
arms traffic and drug trafficking. Trafficking in persons means the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons by means of threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion like abduction, fraud, or abuse of power. India
is a source, destination and transit country for women and children trafficked for
the purposes of forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation and forced
marriage. In North-East India, the situation is worse. Pangsa and Dimapur in
Nagaland and More in Manipur are the major transit and demand centers. Women
and children from there the North-East and Bangladesh are trafficked to more
and from there, they are moved out to Myanmar and other countries in South-
East Asia.Dimapur is a transit center for people trafficked from Assam, especially
Lumding, Guwabhati etc.

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act was passed in 1956. However
organized rackets of trafficking of young girls and women is abundant in India,
particularly in the North-East. India is placed on Tier 2 of US" Watch List of
countries involved in human trafficking for a fifth consecutive year.

A life of dignity is every person’s human right. Violence against women
and girls is a major human rights concern. Domestic violence is the most common
form of gender- based violence. Generally women have been physically abused
by anintimate partner in their lifetime. The perpetrators of violence against women
are almost exclusively men. Physical abuse in intimate relationships is almost
always accompanied by severe psychological and verbal abuse. Many men and
women believe that wife beating is justified. Harassment also takes the form of
other harmful practices such as child marriage, acid burning, dowry-related
violence, pornographic exposure, blackmailing etc. The condition of divorced
women, widows and unmarried working women is major concern and they have
to live with unsecured life. Women are harassed in their homes, in public places,
in trains, buses, theaters, shopping centers, on the streets, at their workplaces,
educational institutions and almost everywhere by their male counterparts.
Violation of Women’s Human Rights:

Human Rights are those minimum rights which are compulsorily obtainable
by every individual as a member of human family. The universal Declaration of
Human Rights and The Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women recognized the human rights of women.
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Constitution of India gave women equal rights with men. Although the rights of
men and women are the same but because of certain situational factors it is
imperative to discuss the women’s human rights separately. There are several
reasons behind this—first, women are representing almost half of the world’s
population; secondly, women are discriminated throughout the world in different
spheres and at different stages; thirdly, women are supposed to carry out some
special functions, therefore they needed human rights separately.

The violation of women’s human rights may be categorized as under-

Right to Equality: It is clear that on legal ground men and women have
equality in India. The Constitution, the enacted laws, policies of the govt. from
time to time gave equal status to women. But in reality women typically earn less
than men, even for similar kinds of works. The human rights of women workers
are often overlooked of denied although clear provision is there in Article 16 of
the Constitution which provides equality of opportunity for men and women in
matters of public employment. Article 21(A) imposes obligation to the state to
provide free and compulsory education to children between 6-14 years of age.
This provision is equally applicable to male and female children but in reality that
picture of equal rights among male and female is not found in our society.
Right to Education:

Education is considered as the means for development of personality and
awareness. Education unlocks a women’s potential and accompanied by
improvements in health, nutrition and well-being of women and their families.
Equality of access to all levels of education is crucial to empowering women and
girls to participate in economic, social and political life. Right to education is one
of the most important human rights but the position of women’s education in
North-East India is not satisfactory. Although the govt. has introduced missions
for total literacy but in reality still we have children out of school most of whom
are girls. In tea gardens, flood affected areas, areas affected by communal or ethnic
violence and remote hilly terrains dropout rate is alarming with regards to girl
children.

Political Rights:

The Constitutional amendment provides for 33% reservation of seats in
the Parliament, State Assemblies and in the Local Bodies but the statistics say that
itis followed only in the local bodies. Representation of women in state assemblies
and in the Parliament is far behind the constitutional provision which hampers
their effective role in influencing in the government initiatives and policies
regarding women’s welfare and development.

Property Rights:

InMeghalaya, traditionally, the property ownership rightis given to women
and apart from that other states in the North-East the practice is that women are
not given property right which result in women living an unsecured life and facing
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problems in situations like divorce and separation. The mindset of the society is
to be changed and male chauvinism must be questioned. If we see to our own
families we will found that the plot of land is always purchased in the name of the
husband, building is always constructed in the name of husband, car is registered
in the name of the husband and life insurance, education policy is bought in the
name of the son and only a marriage policy is bought the name of the daughters.
Above these points there is a some another rights are required such as Right to
Life, Rights to live with Dignity, Rights to Freedom from violence, Rights to Health
towards the women for their equal life as par with male which can help from
exploitation and harassment in some extent.

Issues, Concerns and Legal Provisions regarding women exploitation and
harassment:

The North-East India has experiences that women and girls from the
backward rural areas are forced into prostitution due to unemployment and
poverty. All the trafficked girls have more or less the same story such as having
high hopes, wanting job in metropolitan’s cities, low economic background and
urge for glamorous life. Poverty, unemployment, lack of education and lack of
awareness among the marginalized groups regarding trafficking help women to
fall prey to the network of trafficking. Sometimes fathers and relatives of rescued
girls from the brothels refuge to rake back their ward for fear of social isolation
and humiliation. Govt. has no clear cut policy regarding rescue and rehabilitation
of trafficking victims. A few NGOs are working but they are not able to make any
impact because of lack of funds and some other internal causes. The Constitution
of India, the fundamental law of the land, forbids trafficking in person. The
commitment to address the problem of trafficking in human beings is also reflected
in various laws/legislations and policy documents of the government of India.
The Indian Penal Code, 1860 contains more than 20 provisions that are relevant to
trafficking and impose criminal penalties for offences like kidnapping, abduction,
buying or selling a person for slavery and labour, buying and selling a minor for
prostitution, importing and procuring a minor girls, rape etc. The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA) is the main legislative tool for preventing and
combating trafficking in human beings in India. The Act criminalized the procurers,
traffickers and profiteers of the trade. Violation of human rights of the women
may be addressed through provisions of existing laws and The National
Commission for Women is set up to look into such matters.

Conclusion:

It is true that governments have undertaken various legislative and other
measures for promoting the welfare of women. But women still lag far behind
men almost all the sectors including education. It is seen that due to lack of proper
education women in our society face various problems like feeling insecurity,
lack of confidence and awareness of their rights and so on. Education is one of the
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most important means of women development and it can also help them to create
awareness that they can become aware about the constitutional and legislative
measures to overcome from various problems which are related in their day to
day life. The root causes of suffering discrimination, exploitation and harassment
of women due to only illiteracy, poverty and lack of awareness etc. So it is important
to women that they should need to aware themselves about their rights. Along
with, the government should need to introduce some act that they should be able
to provide stringent punishment towards the criminal which are related with such
kind of crime.
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Abstract:

Social networking is a social structure that lets the user interact and work
collaboratively with other users, including the ability to browse, search, invite
friends to connect and interact with the web world. The rapid progress and
development of social media and its associated tools have made things easy for
the library staff and library professionals. Social media is the fastest tool of
communication in todays world where everyone can reach the other with a click.
Social media tools are important in each and every discipline now a days. The
library and its services are mostly dependable on social media in this age internet
. Social networking sites help in promoting various services, resources, activities
and events of a library .In the library virtual platform using social media to interact
with their users and social media is helping to reach out to the targeted audiences
and custormers. Social media is useful in the library and users also use it for the
marketing of their sources and services. The digital modern libraries use social
media as a platform for knowledge sharing, information dissemination and
communication.

This paper basically highlights the availability of different types of social
media tools,social networking sites like Facebook, Youtube, Wikis, Blogs, Twitter
etc. Discusses about how the social media can be exploited for the benefit of the
users of library. The advantages and disadvantages as well as the importance of
social media tools in library.

Keywords- Facebook, Twitter, Social networking1, Reference Service, You
Tube, Flickr, Blog.
Introduction-

In the 21 century social media a computer based collection of tools,is a

platform where people can build social relations among people who share their
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interests,activities,personal matters etc.It exists everywhere from searching day
to day news to interact your family members or community .There are a lot of
social sites and apps which run on a computer as well on smartphone
like,facebook,twitter,whatsapp managed to bring the world closer and helped
many people to connect and expand their business globally.Social networking
can be classified into blogging, broadcasting. Online community and more over
two hundred social networking sites are now available in the world.

Libraries play important roles in providing information for research and
access to knowledge. Social media is a incentive day by day and is very popular
among the people now a days.Social media opens the door for library and other
business firm for easy and convenient marketing of their products and services.
Now a days many libraries also adopt social media channels for reaching to their
users. ICT has drastically changed the field of Library information science from
the growth of Library Management Software to its application and services.Library
has fully changed with the impact of ICT. In initial stage Library was a store house
of documents,books,news clippings and other material. But now a days libraries
have fully changed and automated the old concept.The present libraries cover all
the digital collections like E-journals, E-books, E-database, CDS and DVDS, scanner,
computer etc. Online service and database are the buzz word of the day for the
users and library using the latest tools technology. So also users are well connected
with social media like facebook,twitter and my space etc. Libraries have their
own facebook page and connected to other social networking & academic sites.
Libraries are using social media to share events and pictures, educate people about
its various services and resources and highlight their collection and to support
other libraries.

In the library social media provides quick and up to date news and service
alerts. Create a goodwill or reputation for the library through positive
advertisement of its services and collection.Similarly the libraries connect with
the users,professionals,organizations,classes and others using the social
media,social networking sites/web 2.0
Objective of study-

The objective of this study is to highlight various popular social media channels

and its features.

» To attract potential users of the library by making announcements providing
reference service,networking with other libraries,promoting general library
services,providing quick updates to users and their query and to develop
communities.
* Users are to be given links to recommended Internet Resources,book
reviews,latest arrivals etc.
* To study users engagement to know how audience of library participate or
respond in social media
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* To provide entertainment or amusement for users.
* Identify the challenges of social media technologies used by library and
information

Benefits of using Social Media in libraries-
Social media presents some important opportunities and benefits for
libraries which include library services and reference services people can reach
out to ask about available books,services and office hours.
* It helps libraries to get closer to the users and build a collaborative platform
for the users,social media is a great way to attract the attention of new users
for marketing of library resources and services.
* Users quickly update all information about library,information
resources,products and services through social media.They can easily decide
how to use libraries,services suitable to their needs.
* Save time: libraries can reach, support users immediately through the
networks, so that they can save working time and respond to users quickly.
* Social media helps students in choosing library resources and making it
easy for them to add content to the library websites.
Social media helps gather feedback to improve user services.

Social Media platforms for libraries:

1. Facebook- Facebook is the largest used social media plateform today.
Facebook was introduced in 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg. It allows people to make
online communities and groups to share or communicate useful information with
others from unknown to known.

With the help of Face book library users can be informed with different
upcoming events and share the information about their new arrivals and editions
of books .Facebook is most popular now because it is librarian friendly with many
applications likely JSTOR search, World cat and much more. Librarians can interact
with users to know their informational needs. Libraries try to link some of these
specialized library applications to facebook.

2.Blogs-Libraries can use blogs to keep their users aware with the latest
developments in the field of library related matter blogs can be subscribed through
RSS feeds.By creating a blog able to disemminate information to lots of people at
one time. Whether updating students on new collections or just conversing with
library staff blogs are a powerful tool, especially when combined with RSS.

3.Wikipedia-Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia updated by users.It
shares knowledge by editing or simply point library patronsin the right direction.
This is a collaborative web page for developing web content.

4.Flickr- It is an online image sharing service.Library can share photo
collection of workshops,conference and different programme and services are
possible for libraries by using flickr.Flickr users can also help gather missing
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information about images,cover page of new arrivals of both books and journals
can be disseminated to users via flickr.

5.YouTube- Libraries can also advocate their different programs,
conferences, workshops, seminars, virtual conferences by uploading their videos
on the You Tube. In institutions, events such as important highlights of inaugural
lectures, conferences and workshops are disseminated via the You Tube.

6.Web 2.0- The term was coined by Darcy Di Nuccie in 1999 and it was
popularized by Tim O’Reilly. web 2.0 is a next generation of web services which
offers more services on comparisem in traditional web. The term includes weblogs
wikis and syndications. It is nearly synonymous with social media.

7.RSS- The first version of RSS was created by Dan Libby and Ramanathan
V.Guha on March 1999 Known as rich site summary RSS a collection of Web feed
formats for publishing frequently updated works became popular as web users
need not to browse frequently the new entry in their preferred website. Libraries
can create RSS Feeds to their user communities which shows the updates in the
libraries collections, services, database etc. and get their feed backs.

Challenges before using Social Media in Libraries-

The problems, issues and challenges associated with implementing social media

in library are as follows-

*  Many social media tools are available in the library website as a result of
which users are unable to choose the right things at the right time
» Library staffs are not properly trained in using the social media
* Power cut is the greatest problem while using social media in library.
+ Library authorities are confused to select the right & usefull social media
for their library.

Future Roles of Librarians using social media in Libraries:-

Libraries play important roles in providing information for research and
access to knowledge. Librarians are responding to the popularity of social
networking sites and their expanding role in the creation,use and sharing of
information by engaging then as a

Central medium for interacting with library patrons and providing services
to meet their informational needs. The ways in which people communicate acquire
and share knowledge, will inevitably have an impact on the library its services
and its staff. Librarians should follow the public conversations, posts, updates
and events of these key individuals and resources

Librarians of the 21* century, popularly known as “Librarian 2.0” can
understand the web users deeply in terms of their goals and aspirations, workflows,
social and content needs and more.

* Librarian adopts the new communications mode of choice-telephone, skype,
email, virtual reference etc.
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* Network awareness should be able to share views and create awareness of

the different social network sites and their uses.

* Users are kept abreast of the latest developments and can have open access

to knowledge.

* Uses and caters everything from laptops to PDAS to IPADS.

» Combineso e-resources and print formats, learns the power of the web 2.0

opportunities.
Conclusion:

In the 21* century social media has been used by libraries all over the world
as a communication tool. Social media render Core services and provide the
readers various facilities and advantages. Developing social media enabled services
will go a long way towards developing a dynamic and interactive library but this
demands the constant monitoring of user needs and expectations.

Social media can help the libraries to promote their services, resources and
communication to their users. There different kinds of social media tools available
globally but it is the responsibility of the librarian to select the best one of the
social media tools.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of identity has multiple dimensions such as self or personal
and group or societal. It comprises those aspects and qualities of an entity which
endow it the frame of reference or meaning and uniqueness. The issue of the
quest for identity is pivotal to the African American experience in the United
States. The African Americans throughout the centuries, having been dispossessed
of any sense of identity, have engaged themselves in attempts to define their
existence in definite terms. The identity of the African Americans as a race has
become a major creative concern for such writers as W. E. B. Du Bois in the early
part of the twentieth century. The writers of the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s
as well as the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s explore the troubled existence of
the African Americans in the American society that denies them the sense of self
or identity. Following the Black Arts Movement works of such writers as August
Wilson, Tony Morrison and Alice Walker represent a sense of variety in their
treatment of the different levels of the discourse of identity. The writings of August
Wilson are replete with the continuous quest of the community in general for a
sense of identity against the backdrop of slavery and its aftermath as well as
segregation and racial discrimination. His plays contain the values, beliefs and
fears of the African Americans in their quest for identity. This seminar paper is so
designed as to trace the presence of the theme of African American identity in
August Wilson’s Two Trains Running.

Keywords: Identity, African American Identity
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Statement of the Problem:

The concept of identity has multiple dimensions such as self or personal
and group or societal. Identity may be thought of as a persisting entity and
individuality of a person. It comprises those aspects and qualities of an entity
which endow it the frame of reference or meaning and uniqueness. However,
identity is changing, fragile and temporary and the concept of identity goes on
changing following the socio-political and cultural shifts in the life of a race or an
ethnic group. Identity has been the foremost casualty in a history of migration,
displacement and marginalization, embittered by a conflict with the mainstream,
engaged in a struggle for survival against oppression and subjugation.

The African Americans have always been concerned with search for their
selthood, identity and dignity in the face of racial bigotry, racial discrimination
and segregation in America. Indeed, they had to engage themselves in relentless
struggle to create a room of their own in America. The African American literature
which embraces the themes of deprivation, suffering and survival of the race bears
testimony to the longings and aspirations of the race. It is the space where the
quest for identity, both personal as well as psychological, finds succinct reflection.

The African Americans’ desire to regain a sense of identity in opposition to
historical attack on the shared sense of community is revealed in the works of
various writers of the twentieth century. The theme of African American identity
occupies a pivotal position in the works of various writers dealing with racial
discrimination and segregation. In fact, African American history has been a
struggle to master language and use writing as action in search to express a sense
of the self. Among many others Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Richard
Wright and Ralph Ellison are significant literary figures documenting this
continuous quest. Existing historical and analytical writings of various writers
like Roger Rosenblatt, Bernard W. Bell, Houston A. Baker Jr. and Henry Louis
Gates Jr. have shown that along with other thematic concerns, the quest for identity
- collective or individual - remains a primary one.

A close study of the plays of August Wilson, suggests the primacy of the
quest for identity as a theme, particularly as a response to a history of slavery,
segregation and racial discrimination. His plays contain the values, beliefs and
fears of the African Americans in their quest for identity. This seminar paper is so
designed as to trace the presence of the theme of African American identity in
August Wilson’s play Two Trains Running.

Discussion:

At the beginning of the twentieth century W.E.B. Du Bois in The Souls of
Black Folk (1903) states: “The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of
the color line” (Du Bois 692). Du Bois in his book demonstrates how “the color
line” stands as an obstacle in the way of realizing the hopes and aspirations of the
African Americans as well as jeopardizes their inner lives. What is significant is
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that “the color line”, as Du Bois perceives, instills in the African American a sense
of dilemma or double identity — the African American’s simultaneous awareness
of himself as an African as well as his perception of being an American:

It is a peculiar sensation, this double consciousness, this sense of always
looking at one’s self through the eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the
tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his
twoness, —an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled
strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone
keeps it from being torn asunder. (Du Bois 615). Du Bois describes how an African
American has to judge not only how he feels himself but also how the mainstream
America perceives him. At times, he is an American since he has to work and
tight for America and, at other times he is deprived of the rights and privileges
enjoyed by the white Americans. This perception of Du Bois has inevitable impact
on the African American writers in the twentieth century. Especially, his statements
about African Americans’ “double consciousness” and “the problem of the color
line” has shaped the African American culture and its representation since then.

August Wilson began his career as a poet but he switched on to drama in
the 1960s. Theatre became a prolific and promising means for him. As a dramatist
Wilson’s achievement lies in representing the African American experience in the
twentieth century in his “Pittsburgh Cycle”, a cycle of ten plays namely Gem of
the Ocean, Joe Turner’s Come and Gone, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, The Piano
Lesson, Seven Guitars, Fences, Two Trains Running, Jitney, King Hedley II and
Radio Golf, all set in ten different decades. These plays contain angry, bitter stories
of the poor and marginalized African Americans.

Wilson was greatly influenced by the Black Power concept. With Rob Penny
he co-founded the Black Horizon Theatre, a company that featured activist drama.
Perceiving the theatre’s potentials for cultural change, Wilson sought to use theatre
for revolutionary purpose — as a means of liberation and mass communication.
He aimed at developing group solidarity and group feeling among the African
Americans and produced plays with a view to awakening race consciousness
among the African Americans. A chronicler of African American history August
Wilson’s major concern in his plays is to give an authentic version to the African
American history so as to arouse a psychic response from the African Americans
which might lead to racial solidarity. Through his plays Wilson seeks to reconstruct
the African American history with emphasis on the use of the vernacular, African
American music and the gradual development of the African American
consciousness as a result of their confrontation with the mainstream. Wilson’s
plays are instrumental in educating the African Americans about their cultural
differences and they help to assert the African American cultural sovereignty.
They aim at developing group solidarity and group feeling among the African
Americans.

PANCHOI, Vol. XII, Issue-I1 ® 215



PANCHOI

Pranjal Dutta

ATNCH

August Wilson in his plays focuses on the race relations as well as racism
in America. However, like Ed Bullins, Wilson is more preoccupied with the
problems within the African American race rather than the effects of racism. The
play Two Trains Running (1990), set in Pittsburgh in the 1969, entails Wilson's
insight into the conditions of the African Americans and his contemplations on
the race problem in United States. Wilson examines the devastating psychological
effects of being an African American in the racist American Society that inhabits
him from developing a sense of self and creating a sense of his identity. The spiritual
survival, the survival of the African American race, exploration of the oppression,
the struggle against all odds for liberation and the triumph of the African
Americans constitute the major concerns in the play. He calls upon the African
Americans “to look in the mirror and recognise that this is who they are. There is
an inner strength that comes with recognising that this is okay, that there’s nothing
wrong with being African” (Moyers 174).

In the play Two Trains Running Wilson offers a probing, insightful and
evocative portrait of the African American experience in the twentieth century -
how the city’s renovation project is sweeping away the buildings of a community,
but not its spirit. The African Americans in the play have to encounter the problem
of adjusting themselves and engaged in relentless struggle to curve out a space
for themselves in a world that is changing rapidly. However, despite the
turbulence, they continue to hope, persevere and search for identity and fight
back the obstacles on their way. Wilson portrays characters who, contrary to the
stereotyped images of African Americans, are principled and responsible. As
Wilson is more concerned about raising the consciousness of the African Americans
in order to make them aware of the dangers of their racial conflicts, he does not
focus on White characters as much as he does on the vivid portrayal of the African
Americans.

Unlike their traditional stereotypical counterparts the characters in the play
are multi-dimensional and avoid the pet answers of agit-prop theatres. West
represents those African Americans who seek to accommodate themselves to white
America by absorbing white culture and pursuing white values. He hopes that by
internalizing the white values and styles he can acquire the power and position of
the oppressor. He has found his way to live in a White man’s world by adopting
the practices of the Whites into the Black world. He begins to accept the Euro-
American definitions of the African Americans and thus leading to the oppression
of their own self. Hambone, the madman demanding and insisting on his “ham’
repeatedly is the core character in the play:

He gonna give me my ham. He gonna give me my ham. He gonna give me my
ham. (Wilson 43)

Memphis is interested in reclaiming the past. Like Hambone he too is a man of
principle who would accept nothing less than what he deserves. When the city
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authorities are planning to demolish his restaurant he is ready not to take a penny
less than ten thousand dollars. Through the characters of Hambone and Memphis
Wilson indicates that the African Americans in America must ask for what they
deserve. Hambone and Memphis are determined that they would no longer simply
ask for their rights - they would demand them and boldly proclaim the dignity
and beauty of blackness. These two characters represent the African American
push for recognition and self-determination. Their quest for identity is the part of
the larger quest of the community for sense of identity, however changing, fragile
and temporary it might be. Despite shortcomings in their efforts each of them
tries to create a sense of self and a vision for himself and the community. Wilson
makes these two characters fight against the oppressive and unjust Whites and to
achieve a satisfying sense of identity as individuals. Both these characters are found
struggling for freedom from discrimination and at the same time striving for
realizing their identity. Risa, the only female character in the play, is portrayed as
a woman who would act in terms of her own principles. She is also seen in the
play attempting to regain a sense of identity in opposition to the historical attack
on a shared sense of it. By introducing the character of Risa, Wilson deals with the
specific nature of the men and women and their relationship. The other characters
include Wolf, Holloway and Sterling. Wolf, a leper, is as cunning and shrewd as a
wolf. Holloway is a man outraged at the horrors of racism who, having failed to
effect any change, starts pursuing life with vigour and zest. Sterling learns to
employ values, principles and the value of taking action of what one perceives as
right.

A shared sense of the past plays a crucial role in the way values and visions
are transmitted from one generation to the next. History is part of society’s attempt
to structure a self image and to have a common identity. Wilson is conscious of
the relevance of the African American past in the life of the race. He believes that
by examining their past history the African Americans will get a proper perspective
on their struggle and will be able to place themselves in the authentic context of
their historical development. Hence he intends to imbue the historical sense in
the African American psyche so as to pave the way for group solidarity. This is
revealed from the frequent reference in the play to Aunt Ester, who never appears
physically in the play but always present in the conversation of the characters. .
She is said to be 322 years old and thus she represents the African American culture
and heritage. According to Wilson, Aunt Ester ‘represents the entire 349 years
that blacks have been in America ... [and] our tradition, our philosophy, our folk
wisdom, our hobbies, our culture, whatever you care to call it" (Pettingill 212-
213).

The complex nature of African American identity as well as African American
culture is best explained by what Bernard Bell calls “double-consciousness,
socialized ambivalence, and a double vision” (Bell xv). “Double-consciousness’
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suggests the biracial and bicultural identity of the African Americans , ‘socialized
ambivalence’” signifies the shifting identification between assimilation and
separation from the prevalent culture, and “double vision” refers to co-existence
of two opposed and conflicting emotions. The play Two Trains Running deals
with the tensions that rose as a result of the conflict between the values of Euro-
American and African American culture as well as society. It is about choosing
between two alternatives available before the African Americans — ‘cultural
nationalism’ and ‘cultural separatism’. The play revolves round the splits between
African Americans who embrace the African American past as well as cultural
roots and those who ignore it. Wilson perceives that such type of conflicts might
jeopardise the racial solidarity of the African Americans. He adopts a new approach
in his attempt to synthesise these two nearly incompatible and divergent elements
among the African Americans. The two incompatible roads of ‘cultural nationalism’
and ‘cultural separatism” are unacceptable.

Like Du Bois, Wilson is an assimilationist cum cultural nationalist. The
play Two Trains Running is essentially an attempt at searching for a cultural
identity that African Americans must pursue just as the characters in the play are
constantly in pursuit of it. Though an assimilationist, he advocates spiritual,
cultural and national identity of the African Americans and stresses the collective
spirit of the folk. The play synthesizes Wilson’s assimilationist stance and his
sentiments as a cultural nationalist. What he suggests in the play is the assimilation
through assertion. In other words, he advocates assimilation without sacrificing
completely the cultural and spiritual distinctiveness of the African Americans.
He emphasizes that while the African Americans seek assimilation, they remain
united by a collective unifying spirit that elevates their lives.

Wilson is an advocate of racial understanding and harmony. He does not
advocate de-Americanization, nor does he seek to negate the African heritage.
What he wants is the harmonious blending of the two. As observed by Hilary
Devris ‘... the theme that surges through Wilson's work is the need for Black
Americans to forge anew their identity, an identity that is at once African and
American’(49). Wilson portrays his characters striving for this identity in the
contemporary American society. Wilson makes his characters speak the Black
vernacular in order to create in them a sense of identification with the past.
CONCLUSION

From the above discussion it is clear that the play Two Trains Running is
about the devastating psychological effects of being an African American in the
racist American Society that inhabits him from developing a sense of self and
creating a sense of his identity. The study reveals that the quest for identity is a
major thematic concern in the play. The African Americans in the play have to
encounter the problem of adjusting themselves and are engaged in relentless
struggle to curve out a space for themselves in a world that is changing rapidly.
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However, the play presents a split between African Americans who embrace the
African American past as well as cultural roots and those who ignore it. In the
play such characters as Hambone and Memphis represent the African American
push for recognition and self-determination while West represents those African
Americans who seek to accommodate themselves to white America by absorbing
white culture and pursuing white values.

The play Two Trains Running is about choosing between two alternatives
available before the African Americans — ‘cultural nationalism” and “cultural
separatism’. The playwright adopts a new approach in his attempt to synthesise
these two nearly incompatible and divergent elements among the African
Americans. For him the two incompatible roads of ‘cultural nationalism” and
‘cultural separatism’ are unacceptable. Hence he suggests assimilation with the
Whites without sacrificing completely the cultural and spiritual distinctiveness of
the African Americans. He emphasizes that while the African Americans seek
assimilation, they remain united by a collective unifying spirit that elevates their
lives. Besides, he insists in the play on the looking at the past for guidance for the
tuture.
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